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What is an Orchestra? 
“Orchestral music is one of the glories of the world.” 

Georg Solti (1912-1997) 

 

In ancient Greece the orchestra was the space between the auditorium and the proscenium (or 

stage), in which the chorus and the instrumentalists were seated. This is how the modern 

orchestra got its name. 

 

In some theaters, like the Macky Auditorium in Boulder where the BPO regularly performs, the 

orchestra is the area of seats directly in front of the stage (called "primafila" or "platea"); the 

term more properly applies to the place in a theater or concert hall set apart for the musicians. 

 

The modern symphony orchestra consists of around 20 different musical instruments. There are 

four main groups: Strings (violin, viola, cello, bass, and harp), Woodwinds (flute, oboe, clarinet, 

bassoon) Brass (trumpet, horn, trombone and tuba), and Percussion (including the piano). Can 

you find all of them at the theater?  

 

The word “philharmonic” means “love of music.” Your orchestra is called the Boulder  

Philharmonic Orchestra because it is located in the city of Boulder, Colorado and the people who 

started it loved music and recognized the value of having an orchestra in the community. In 

2007, the BPO celebrated its 50
th

 Anniversary! 

 

If you were to start up a neighborhood or classroom orchestra, what would you call it? Think of 

special characteristics that you could include in the name. 
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