John Willlams

John Towner Williams (born February 8, 1932) is an American composer,
conductor and pianist. In a career that spans six decades, Williams has
composed many of the most famous film scores in history, including those
for Jaws, Star Wars saga, Superman, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, Indiana
Jones films, Jurassic Park, Hook, Schindler’s List, and Harry Potter 1-3. In
addition, he has composed theme music for four Olympic Games, NBC

Nightly News, and numerous television series and concert pieces. He served as the principal

conductor of the Boston Pops Orchestra from 1980 to 1993, and is now the orchestra’s

laureate conductor.

John Williams was born on February 8, 1932, in Floral Park, New York, the son of
Esther and John Williams, Sr., who was a percussionist. In 1948, his family moved to
Los Angeles, where he attended high school and college. In 1952, Williams was
drafted into the United States Air Force, where he conducted and arranged music for
the Air Force Band as part of his duties.

After his service ended in 1955, Williams moved to New York City and entered Juilliard School
where he studied piano. During this time he worked as a jazz pianist at New York’s many studios and
clubs.

Williams' numerous film scores are inspired by large-scale orchestral music of the late 19th
century—especially Wagnerian music and its concept of leitmotif (a musical passage related to a
specific character).

Two early scores by Williams are prime examples of how he creates a specific theme for

the character or setting in the film. Jaws (1975) uses an ominous two-note motif has
become nearly synonymous with sharks and approaching danger. Shortly afterwards came
Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977). Unusual for a Hollywood production, Steven
Spielberg's script and Williams' musical concepts were developed at the same time and
were closely linked. During the two-year creative collaboration, they settled on a distinctive
five-note figure that functioned both as background music and the communication signal of

the film's alien mothership.

In the same period, Spielberg recommended Williams to his friend and fellow director George Lucas,
who needed a composer to score his ambitious space epic, Star Wars. Williams produced a grand
symphonic score. Its main theme—"Luke's Theme"—is among the most widely-recognized in
motion picture history, and the "Force Theme" and "Princess Leia's Theme" are well-known
examples of leitmotif. The film and its soundtrack were both immensely successful, and Williams
won another Academy Award for Best Original Score.

Williams composed an emotional and sensitive score to Spielberg's 1982 fantasy film E.T. the Extra-
Terrestrial. The music conveys the film's benign, child-like sense of innocence,

particularly with a spirited theme for the freedom of flight, and a soft string-based

theme for the friendship between characters E.T. and Elliott. The film's final chase

and farewell sequence marks a rare instance in film history, in which the on-screen

action was re-edited to conform to the composer's musical interpretation.

John Williams’ scores for Jaws, Star Wars and E.T. each earned him the Academy
Award for Best Original Score.

In addition, Williams has written many concert pieces, including a symphony,
Concertos for Horn, Clarinet, Cello, Flute, Violin, Tuba, Trumpet and Bassoon.
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